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I am pleased to introduce this first 
edition of the Hanford Mills Museum 
newsletter MILLWORK. As our readers will 
discover, a lot has been happening at the 
museum for which a great many deserve 
credit. An institution as large and impor- 
tant as Hanford Mills Museum would 
languish if not for the unselfish contrib- 
utions of its extended family. Members 
and volunteers, donors and contributors, 
trustees and staff have all added to the 
museum’s tremendous success and its 
growing reputation as one of the nation’s 
truly unique historical treasures. 

As the museum approaches the middle 
of its second decade, it is encouraging to 
note that the list of individuals who have 
made a difference has grown impressively. 
Since the days when Ken Kelso’s vision 
kept the mill from being razed and Dr. 
Frank Cyr’s determination guided the 
museum to its charter, hundreds have 
given their time and talents to help the 
museum reach its goals. 

The exciting challenge of Hanford Mills 
Museum is that its goals keep expanding. 
Much has been accomplished but a great 
deal more can still be done. From past 
experience I know that meeting this 
challenge will be fun, it will be educa- 
tional, and it will involve a lot of talented 
people. 

To keep everyone informed of current 
projects and future directions, MILLWORK 
will be printed and distributed regularly. 
Each edition will give the museum staff 
the opportunity to tell our friends what 
we have been doing and to acknowledge 
the recent contributions of our members 
and volunteers. 

I am looking forward to it. 
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Site Changes 


Many important changes have taken 
place at the mill in the past two years. In 
September, 1985 a new museum store 
and admissions building was constructed 
at the site’s main entrance along the 
headrace which is traversed by the wooden 
footbridge. In November, 1985 the museum 
administrative offices were moved out of 
the Hardware Store and into the Halina 
Monroe house which the museum pur- 
chased in July, 1985. The Monroe house 
was built for Will Hanford in 1900 and 
throughout the years was home for Will's 
sister Elizabeth Hanford Barnes, her son 
Merritt Barnes, Mike Pizza, and, of course, 
the unforgettable Halina Monroe. 


1986 saw the completion of four major 
capital projects: 
1850’s Horse Barn - Over the last several 
years the horse barn on the pond’s edge 
has been carefully restored to its 19th 


1986 Visitation 


We enjoyed a record number of visitors 
for our 1986 season, the sixth consecutive 
year of increased visitation. General visita- 
tion was up more than 15% with our 
school audience growing by 80%. 

A major reason for such success with 
school programming was that the museum 
instituted a 3 option educational package 
this year. Teachers can now choose from 
a standard mill tour, an expanded them- 
atic mill tour with demonstrations, or an 
all day participatory workshop program. 
The workshops consist of three sections: 
timber harvesting, mass production tech- 
nology, and local history. Students partic- 
ipate in each of these three sections with 
hands-on activities. The inquiry method 
is used to encourage students to gather 
information and discover possible answers. 


Archival Conservation Project 


What were once shelves and files full 
of dusty papers fortuitously squirreled 
away, now serve as an integral part of the 
Hanford Mills Museums collection. Both 
the Hanfords and the Pizzas kept volumes 
of illuminating business records. When 
the museum was first begun, these papers 
were in critical physical condition, they 
were poorly housed and their accessibility 
was limited. These storage conditions en- 
dangered the existence and limited the 
use of the document collection. Over the 
years, efforts have been made to organize 
and preserve this invaluable resource. 

This fall and winter, through various 
grants, the collection is being organized, 
inventoried and cataloged. A properly or- 
ganized collection will enable us to dis- 
cover more about late 19th century tech- 
nology and business practices, including 


information on the mill owners and 
workers. A clearer transition to the Pizza 
Brothers’ period (1945-1967), and the 
later working years of the mill can also be 
studied. 

Located in this collection, which is 
primarily divided between the Hanford 
ownership and the Pizza ownership, are 
inventories, bills of lading, early sawing 
and grinding orders, machine catalogs, 
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This project is made possible, in part, with state and 


federal funds from the New York State Council on the Arts 
and the Institute of Museum Services. 


century appearance. This past summer 
paint samples taken from the barn’s 
original siding were analysed by con- 
servator Jonathan Thornton and, based 
on Mr. Thornton’s findings, the barn was 
painted to match its historic color. 


Lumber/Wagon Shed - This shed, the 
long building between the hardware store 
and the Monroe house was restored to its 
1895 appearance when, beginning in 
October, it received a new wood shingle 
roof, structural reinforcement, and new 
siding boards to replace the building's 
most deteriorated sections. Recently in 
very real danger of collapse, the lumber 
shed is once again an attractive focal 
point of the central mill yard. 


1880’s White Barn - In need of a new 
roof and a historically appropriate paint 
job, this large post and beam barn got 
both this past summer when a new wood 
shingle roof and a fresh coating of white 
stain were applied. 


Parking Lot - The museum’s new 144 
acre parking lot is just across the road 
from the museum store, the site’s new 
main visitor entrance. Just two days after 
its completion, the lot was filled to 
capacity during the Antique Engine Jam- 
boree with over one hundred cars. Now, 
modern cars no longer have to park 
within the confines of the historic site. 


1987 Schedule 


Winter at Hanford Mills is a time for 
planning and preparing for the coming 
visitor season. Programs are already 
scheduled and promotional efforts begun. 
A preview of the museum's 1987 program 
schedule is as follows: 

May 1 Open for season, 10-5 daily 

June 20 Trout Unlimited Fly Fishing 
Clinic 

July4 Independence Day Celebration 

July 19 Music in Historic Places Cham- 
ber Music Concert 

Aug. 16 Children’s Fair 

Sept. 26 6th Annual Antique Engine 

&27 Jamboree 

Oct. 31 Closed for season except by ap- 

pointment 


Details on times and events will be pub- 
lished in coming announcements. 


cash records, and business correspondence. 

A primary goal for this archives project 
is the proper storage of all materials. This 
will help insure the safety of all the 
documents and. make possible the super- 
vision of their handling. Another goal is 
the creation of storage areas with con- 
trolled atmospheres. Proper housing and 
filing will also be set up for the museum 
archives — those records which are created 
by the museum itself. 

The project’s final product will be a 
users’ guide to the entire collection. The 
collection will be arranged to facilitate 
research and study and to better accom- 
modate future accessions of appropriate 
materials from sources outside the museum. 


This first edition of MILLWORK has been 
compiled by Museum Intern, Mary S. Dixon. 


Alex Campbell Milk Co. and the Hanford Brothers 


Mary Dixon 


Wooden milk crates were a major 
product of the Hanford Mill. Thousands 
were made between 1895 and the 1920's. 
The Hanfords dealt with a number of 
dairies but one company’s order for milk 
boxes was particularly involved. 

On March 15, 1904, the Hanfords 
received a request from the Alex Campbell 
Milk Co. (A.C.M.Co.) for a quote on 12 
quart milk boxes. As the Hanfords pro- 
duced this type of box for Sheffield Farms 
of N.Y. City, they quickly sent back a 
description and their price for a: 


“12 quart open box complete with 
filler @ 40¢ each... These boxes 
are made from softwood, mostly 
pine and spruce, sides are ¥%” thick, 
ends and bottoms are %” thick, 
boxes bound on both ends with 
good heavy galvanized hoop iron 
well nailed with cement coated 
nails. A bail or handle made from 
3/16” x %” half oval iron is also 
riveted on the inside on the box 
which makes a very convenient 
means for handling the box as 
well as strengthening it very much.” 


After receiving this description, A.C.M.Co. 


inquired as to stamping the required 500 
boxes on either side with their name 


plate. The Hanfords charged %¢ extra per 


box for branding the boxes, but noted 
they had “no means for stamping or 
printing with ink.” The milk company 
had to supply a branding iron. This done, 
the Hanfords could fill an order for 500 
boxes in 10 days. 

The A.C.M.Co. responded enthusiast- 
ically and sent a sample milk box by 
express. They also stated that the Han- 
fords should procure a burning brand to 
stamp each box made. This presented a 
problem for the Hanford Brothers. They 
would have to special order a burning 
brand or set up a temporary apparatus 
for printing with the regular Campbell 
stamp or die. The A.C.M.Co. apparently 
would not send a printing die, but the 
Hanfords still began to work on the 
boxes. 


Earned Income 


Visitors have been watching Rob Shapiro 
and John Staicer turn spindles, construct 
boxes, and make railings as part of 
Hanford Mills’ contract restoration ser- 
vices. This program aids in raising funds 
for the museum as well as serving as an 
interpretive tool for the public. Visitors 
get a chance to see the mills’ historic 
machinery at work producing historically 
documented items. Other earned income 
projects finished recently include a cherry 
stand, turned porch posts, and steeple 
ornamentation for the Franklin Congre- 
gational Baptist Church. 


On March 25th, the milk company 
wrote they were in a hurry for the 
boxes. They requested that the Hanfords 
purchase a printing die or brand “similar 
to the sample on the box.” On March 
28th, the milk company wrote, “We are in 
a great hurry for the boxes!” On the 31st, 
there was another request to hurry the 
boxes, but also “upon receiving the boxes 
if we find they suit, we will order more...” 

The final correspondence between the 
Hanfords and the milk company is on 
April 9th. The Hanfords wrote, “We have 
had your boxes ready to nail up for some 
time but have not as yet received the 
printing die from the engraver. As soon 
as this is received we will get the boxes to 
you with all haste possible. We regret the 
delay, but it seems unavoidable on our 
part.” 


Today, we have no record of the boxes, 
if they were made or if they were found 
suitable. There is at the museum, however, 
a copy of the Campbell Company logo, as 
shown in the illustration. 

Although the mill has not had any 
recent requests for milk crates, we still 
produce wooden products recognizable by 
past customers of the mill. 
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Endowment Fund 


Hanford Mills Museum has established 
an Endowment Fund. All contributions 
to this fund are being evenly matched, 
thanks to the generosity of the O’Connor 
Foundation. We appreciate the warm re- 
sponse from members, friends, and vol- 
unteers of the museum to our request for 
contributions. Income from this fund will 
help provide long term financial stability 
by supporting the museum’s operating 
expenses. Recent contributors to this 
fund include: 


H. Edwin Dorr Paul Seifried 
Thomas & Elma Mitchell Mr. & Mrs. Paul Merrill 
Irene Oles Jim Kricker 


Clark & Sarah Tower Samuel Hammond 
Douglas & Ruth Tait Whitty Sanford & Tom 
Thomas Morgan Miner 

Margaret & Michael Halpin Robert R. Rodie, Jr. 
Bruce R. Knauer Charles & Lieselotte K. 
Edward D. Payne Winters 

James B. Swan Kathryn A. Boardman 
Albert J. Read Stephen H. Johnson 
Kathryn Muller William Vierhile 

Jean M. Jordan Robert A. Pierce 
Thomas B, Mills Dr. Charles W. Jones 
Nancy & David Truscott Harold H. Freitag 
Barbara Wilder Dr. Henry A. Jordan 
Barbara & Willis Dailey Kevin B. Lynch 

Doug & Karen Dailey Leon & Erna Chichester 
William H. Morrison Peter Dix Devers 
Francis Shandorf Junius & Jacqueline 
Frank Getman Hamblin i 
Jonathan Collett Milton K. & Eleanor J. 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Fredericks Brooks 

Nancy Harding Harold C. Sherwood 
Burr Mauer Donna M. Winters 

J. Cortland Robinson Walter W. Warder 
Elizabeth Finegan Lodema C. Conner 


John Raitt Raymond & Mary Abbot 
Robert Boynton Joan & Julius Fredericks 
Mary Dunham 


We thank all those who have con- 
tributed. Please remember that the fund 
is still open for contributions, and that 
all contributions will be matched by the 
O'Connor Foundation. Contributing to the 
endowment fund and meeting the O’Connor 
challenge, which doubles the value of 
your gift, is an excellent way to help the 
museum preserve its past by saving for 
the future. 


Mill foreman, Rob Shipiro, 
turns a porch post for Otego 
Library. 


Photo: Keith Bott 
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